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Looking at the matter from this point of view, 
then, the Prophet of Islam seems to stand between the 
ancient and the modern world. In so far as the source of 
his revelation is concerned he belongs to the ancient 
world; in so fat as the spirit of his revelation is 
concerned he belongs to the modern world. In him life 
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discovers other sources of Knowledge suitable to its 
new direction. The birth of Islam, as i hope to be able 
presently to prove to your satisfaction, is the birth of 
inductive intellect, in Islam prophecy reaches its 
perfection in discovering the need of its own abolition. 
This involves the keen perception that life cannot for 
ever be keptin leading strings; that inorder to achieve 
full self-conciousness man must finally be thrown back 
on his own resources, the abolition of reiesthood and 
hereditary kingship in Islam, the constant appeal to 
reason and experience in the Quran, and the dmphsis 
that it lays on Nature and History as sources of human 
Knoeledge, are all different aspects of the same idea of 
finality. 
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